
CHUTE DE PIERRES

If you have driven on the wonderfully engi-
neered roads of the French Alps, you will have 
come across signs warning you of what trans-
lates into English as the rather dull ‘falling 
rocks’. They don’t usually, in my experience, 
also warn of falling bears and stags, but you can’t 
be too careful in health and safety matters!

Pierrette, of course, means literally ‘small rock’, 
and as this is the last Parting Shot that I shall 
write under the editorship of Elements’ very 
own ‘small rock’, I have brought together some 
out-of-offi ce pictures of Pierrette Tremblay 
enjoying herself. I fi rst met Pierrette at the 
2002 IMA meeting in Edinburgh, lugging 
books about for the MAC stand. Our next 
meeting was in April 2004, at the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor, when the fi rst edi-
torial team, Rod Ewing, Mike Hochella, myself 
and Pierrette, got together for the fi rst time. 
Once the ship was launched we had at least 
annual ‘offi cial’ meetings for the next few 
years, but we have managed to fi t in some 
memorable extracurricular activities.

After a meeting in Ann Arbor in 2005, I spent 
a fortnight working with Jim Lee, at Queen’s 
University, Kingston, and visited Pierrette and 
her husband, Tom Clark, in their home on the 
outskirts of the splendid city of Québec. Tom 
has given a huge amount of service to Elements, 
copyediting and proof reading. Pierrette took 
me on a tour of Québec on a very Scottish, wet 
and cold, early November day. I was led on a 
modern storming of the Heights of Abraham, 
the site of General Wolfe’s storming in 1759. 
Pierrette, I learned, is a very energetic person!

It was interesting to be present when Pierrette 
was working with Michel Guay, who is respon-
sible for the layout and electronic page design, 
on an issue about to go to press. The speed with 
which an expert can try different layouts on 
screen is a marvel to behold. We also visited 
the printers and saw the very fast Mitsubishi 
press, really a giant ink-jet printer, that at that 
time produced the high-quality pages that 
Elements readers have come to expect. Believe 
me, Pierrette works extremely hard during this 
fi nal stage of the publication process, a world 
away from the normal activities of a journal 
editor.

June 2007 saw us in the UK, at an interna-
tional symposium – ‘Frontiers in Mineral 
Science’ – in Cambridge. Prior to the meeting 
I took Pierrette and some American guests to 
the extreme north-west of Scotland, a beautiful 
region called ‘Sutherland’ by the Norsemen. 
My visitors were much taken by two things. At 
that time of year it hardly gets dark at all and 
long walks were undertaken in the twilight of 
midnight, and the ladies, in particular, were 
much smitten by the hairy Highland cows. 
The cow is not well displayed on the main 
photograph so, with these ladies in mind, I 
have put in a picture of one that lives near me. 
They look fi erce, but are in fact placid and well-
adjusted creatures. The only danger is that if 
they fl ick their heads to remove fl ies you can 
be impaled! 

Two years later we met up at the Goldschmidt 
meeting in Davos. I drove there from Scotland 
so we took the opportunity to indulge in some 
Alpine tourism, staying in Grindelwald, in the 
German part of Switzerland, and Chamonix, 
in France just west of the Swiss border. Pierrette 
became noticeably more relaxed as we headed 
through the French part of Switzerland. She 
was clearly coming home. We took the cable 
car up the Aiguille du Midi, which has the 
highest vertical ascent of any in the world, 
rising from Chamonix at 1035 m to the  needle’s 

summit at 3842 m (12,602 feet) in 20 minutes. 
The upper section is one single, unsupported 
span of cable rising 1460 m. You have to be 
impressed by the daring and energy required 
to construct this wonder, completed in 1955, 
and the granite pinnacles and view of Mont 
Blanc are unforgettable.

2013 found us at GSA in Denver, where 
Pierrette collected her well-earned MSA 
Distinguished Public Service Medal. Tom very 
nobly took us on a long tour of the high lands 
of Colorado, including an ascent of Pikes Peak 

Québec in November. Pierrette is heading for the menu on offer in one of its many 
French restaurants

A neighbour of mine. What’s not to like?

On the Aiguille du Midi, at 3842 m (12,602 feet). 
The granite summits of the Grandes Jorasses rise up 
behind.

Highland cow, Barb Dutrow, Pierrette, Liz Catlos

Tom Clark and Pierrette at the summit of Pikes Peak
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 2015

April 12–17 European Geosciences 
Union General Assembly, Vienna, 
Austria. Web page: www.egu2015.eu

April 20–24 27th International 
Applied Geochemistry Symposium 
(IAGS), Tucson, AZ, USA. Website: 
www.27iags.com

May 3–7 AGU-GAC-MAC-CGU Joint 
Assembly, Montreal, Canada. Web 
page: http://ja.agu.org/2015

May 24–29 Japan Geoscience Union 
Meeting 2015 (JpGU 2015) “Maku-
hari Messe,” Chiba, Japan. Details 
forthcoming

May 31–June 3 AAPG 2015 Annual 
Convention & Exhibition, Denver, 
CO, USA. Web page: http: ace.aapg.
org/2015

June 7–12 Gordon Research Confer-
ence: Interior of the Earth, South 
Hadley, MA, USA. Web page: www.grc.
org/programs.aspx?id=12544

June 7–13 Applied Mineralogy & 
Advanced Materials - International 
Conference AMAM 2015, Castellaneta 
Marina, Taranto, Italy. Website: www.
amam2015.org

June 13–17 ICAM 2015 (Interna-
tional Congress on Applied Miner-
alogy), Istanbul, Turkey. Website: www.
icam2015.org.tr

June 14–19 Gordon Research 
Conference: Catchment Science: 
Interactions of Hydrology, Biology 
& Geochemistry, Andover, NH, USA. 
Web page: www.grc.org/programs.
aspx?id=12330

June 15–19 Astrobiology Science 
Conference 2015, Chicago, IL, USA. 
Web page: www.hou.usra.edu/meet-
ings/abscicon2015

June 17–21 7th international 
Symposium on Granitic Pegmatites 
(PEG 2015), Ksiaz, Poland. Details 
forthcoming

June 21–26 Isotopes 2015, 
Jerusalem, Israel. Web page: http://
isotopes2015.conferences-travel-nevet.
com

June 22–29 Extensional Reactiva-
tion of Thrust Faults, Coseismic 
Surface Rupture, and Crustal Evolu-

tion in the Eastern Basin and Range 
Transition Zone, Evanston, WY, USA. 
Web page: www.geosociety.org/
penrose

June 22–July 2 XXVI General 
Assembly of the International Union 
of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG), 
Prague, Czech Republic. Web page: 
www.iugg2015prague.com/.

June 26–28 ECROFI23 – The Sorby 
Conference on Fluid and Melt Inclu-
sions, University of Leeds, UK. Web 
page: www.see.leeds.ac.uk/ecrofi 

June 28–July 2 International 
Symposium on Zeolites and Micro-
Porous Crystals, Sapporo, Japan. Web 
page: www.zmpc.org

July 5–10 52nd CMS Annual 
Meeting, Edinburgh, Scotland. Web 
page: www.clays.org

July 5–10 Euroclay 2015, University 
of Edinburgh, UK. E-mail: stephen.
hillier@hutton.ac.uk; web page: www.
minersoc.org/euroclay.html

July 25–29 Annual Meeting of the 
American Crystallographic Associa-
tion, Philadelphia, PA, USA. Web page: 
www.amercrystalassn.org/content/
pages/main-annual-meetings

July 26–29 Granulites and Granu-
lites 2015, Windhoek, Namibia. Web 
page: web.uct.ac.za/depts/geolsci/
G&g_2015_1circular.pdf

July 27–31 78th Annual Meeting of 
the Meteoritical Society, Berkeley, CA, 
USA. Web page: www.meteoriticalso-
ciety.org 

August 2–6 Microscopy & Micro-
analysis 2015, Portland, OR, USA. Web 
page: www.microprobe.org/events/
microscopy-microanalysis-2015

August 2–7 The 20th American 
Conference on Crystal Growth and 
Epitaxy (ACCGE-20), Big Sky, MT, USA. 
Web page: www.crystalgrowth.org

August 8–14 Geoanalysis Confer-
ence, Leoben, Austria. Website: 
http://2015.geoanalysis.info

August 10–12 ICAM 2015 
(International Congress on Applied 
Mineralogy), Istanbul, Turkey. Web 
Page: http://icam2015.org

August 16–20 250th ACS National 
Meeting & Exposition, Boston, MA, 
USA. Web page: www.acs.org 

August 16–21 2015 Goldschmidt 
Conference, Prague, Czech Republic. 
Website: http://goldschmidt.info/2015

August 23–28 29th Meeting of 
European Crystallographic Associa-
tion (ECM29), Rovinj, Croatia. Web 
page: http://ecm29.ecanews.org

August 24–27 SGA 13th Biennial 
Meeting, Nancy, France. E-mail: 
sga-2015@univ-lorraine.fr; web page: 
http://sga2015.univ-lorraine.fr

September 9–11 8th European 
Conference on Mineralogy and 
Spectroscopy (ECMS 2015), Rome, Italy. 
Details forthcoming

September 20–25 8th Hutton 
Symposium on Granites and Related 
Rocks, Florianópolis, Brazil. Web page: 
www.hutton8.com.br

September 21–25 11th meeting on 
Applied Isotope Geochemistry (AIG 
11), Orléans, France. Web page: http://
aig11.brgm.fr

September 27–30 Society of 
Economic Geologists (SEG) 2015 
Conference: World-Class Ore Deposits: 
Discovery to Recovery, Hobart, 
Tasmania. Website: www.seg2015.org

September 28–October 2 22th 
International Symposium for Environ-
mental Biogeochemistry, Portoroz, 
Slovenia. Web page: www.iseb22.ijs.si

October 4–8 MS&T’15: Materials 
Science & Technology Conference 
and Exhibition, combined with ACerS 
117th Annual Meeting, Columbus, OH, 
USA. Web page: http://ceramics.org/
meetings/acers-meetings.

November 1–5 Geological Society 
of America Annual Meeting, Balti-
more, MD, USA. E-mail: meetings@
geosociety.org; web page: www.geoso-
ciety.org/meetings

November 9–13 Short Course 
“Introduction to Secondary Ion Mass 
Spectrometry in the Earth Sciences,” 
Potsdam, Germany. Web page: www.
gfz-potsdam.de/SIMS/short-course

November 29–December 4 MRS 
Fall Meeting & Exhibit, Boston, MA, 
USA. Web page: www.mrs.org/fall-
meetings

2016

January 18–22 10th International 
Symposium on Environmental 
Geochemistry (ISEG10), Perth, 
Western Australia. Website: www.
iseg10.com

January 24–29 40th International 
Conference and Expo on Advanced 
Ceramics and Composites (ICACC’16), 
Daytona Beach, Florida, USA. Details 
forthcoming

February 14–18 TMS Annual 
Meeting & Exhibition, Nashville, TN, 
USA. Web Page: www.tms.org/meet-
ings/annual-16/AM16home.aspx

March 13–17 251st ACS National 
Meeting & Exposition, San Diego, CA, 
USA. Web page: www.acs.org

June 19–22 AAPG 2016 Annual 
Convention & Exhibition, Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. Web page: www.
aapg.org/events/conferences/ace

June 26–July 1 Goldschmidt2016, 
Yokohama, Japan. Website: http://gold-
schmidt.info/2016/

July 24–28 Microscopy & Micro-
analysis 2016, Columbus, OH, USA. 
Web page: www.microprobe.org

August 7–12 79th Annual Meeting 
of the Meteoritical Society, Berlin, 
Germany. Web page : www.meteoriti-
calsociety.org

August 27–September 4 35th 
International Geological Congress, 
Cape Town, South Africa. Website: 
www.35igc.org

September 5–9 International 
Ni-Cu-PGE Symposium, Perth-
Fremantle, Western Australia. E-mail: 
Steve.Barnes@csiro.au 

September 11–15 EMC2016 – 2nd 
European Mineralogical Confer-
ence, Rimini, Italy. Web page: http://
emc2016.socminpet.it

The meetings convened by the 
societies partici pating in Elements 

are highlighted in yellow. This 
meetings calendar was compiled 

by Andrea Koziol (more meet-
ings are listed on the calendar she 
maintains at http://homepages.

udayton.edu/~akoziol1/meetings.
html). To get meeting information 
listed, please contact her at Andrea.

Koziol@notes.udayton.edu. 

Pierrette and Ian at the Garden of the Gods, Colorado

by cog railway and a night in Leadville, at 3094 m (10,152 feet), the 
highest city in the USA. In its boom years, in the 1870s, Leadville had 
a population of over 30,000 and was the most famous locality for silver 
mining in the world. Today, with only 2600 residents, it has managed 
to preserve many nice old buildings, including our eccentric hotel, 
which was full of marvellous bric-a-brac and the mounted heads of 
examples of the local population of larger mammals, a feature shared 
with older hotels in Scotland.

So, Pierrette, I shall miss our frequent exchanges over my Parting Shots, 
but my friendship with you and Tom will most certainly continue. I’ve 
been retired for ten years and remain very busy. I’m certain the same 
will apply to you. Thank you so much for all you have done.

Ian Parsons (ian.parsons@ed.ac.uk)
University of Edinburgh, UK
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JOB POSTINGS

University of Cambridge 480

See www.elementsmagazine.org/jobpostings 

RARE MINERALS 
FOR RESEARCH

F
ROM our inventory of over 200,000 specimens, we can supply your research specimen 

needs with reliably identifi ed samples from worldwide localities, drawing on old, 

historic pieces as well as recently discovered exotic species. We and our predecessor 

companies have been serving the research and museum communities since 1950. Inquiries 

by email recommended.

Dodecahedral grossular cr ystal f rom Sierra de Cruces, Coahuila, Mexico. 

Photograph by Jef f Scovil from Excalibur ’s exclusive Photographic Guide to Mineral Species CD.

Excalibur Mineral Corp.
1885 Seminole Trail, Ste 202,Charlottesville, VA 22901-1160, USA

Telephone: 434-964-0875; Fax: 434-964-1549
www.excaliburmineral.com | email: info@excaliburmineral.com

NEW 
ADDRESS

UNIVERSITY LECTURESHIP IN EARTH SCIENCES
We invite applications from candidates whose research is creative and 
innovative and in one or more of the following areas: igneous and 
metamorphic petrology, meteoritics, geochemistry (especially high-
temperature geochemistry or cosmochemistry).
The department has broad interests in the chemical and petrological 
evolution of the Earth and the solar system. Candidates should have 
an outstanding record of research in a relevant subject area and will be 
expected to develop a vigorous research programme at an international 
level.
The person appointed will be expected to contribute to the Depart-
ment’s undergraduate teaching at various levels, and to take part in 
fi eld teaching. At elementary level they may be asked to help with 
teaching outside their fi eld of specialisation. We welcome applications 
from persons with degrees in Earth Sciences or allied disciplines.
The successful applicant will be expected to contribute to the research 
activity of the Department leading to interaction with academic staff  
across several areas of the subject, to supervise research students and 
actively to seek external funds to support their research. The Depart-
ment assists new academic staff  as much as possible to establish their 
research in Cambridge.
The Department is committed to equality and diversity, and we would 
particularly welcome applications from women and minority candi-
dates. Details of some of the family-friendly policies operated by the 
University are at: http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/pay-benefi ts/cam-
bens-employee-benefi ts/family-friendly. The University holds an insti-
tutional Athena-SWAN silver award.
Closing date SATURDAY 24 JANUARY, 2015. For further information 
and full application details please contact the Administrator (ab78@esc.
cam.ac.uk) or see: http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/job/5480/

See also our website http://www.esc.cam.ac.uk
Department of Earth Sciences, Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EQ, UK.

ELEMENTS DECEMBER 2014480



 from the leader in fl uoropolymer manufacturing 

Savillex Corporation 
has been proudly 
serving the 
geochemistry 
community for over 35 
years. 
Our fl uoropolymer 
labware products are 
used throughout the 

world for sample digestion, separations, storage and 
many other applications. We understand the unique 
needs of geochemists and now our new line up of 
ICP-OES and ICP-MS sample introduction products 
combine the highest performance and the lowest metal 
background with the ruggedness and reproducibility 
required for routine analysis. 

All of our ICP sample introduction products are 
designed, molded and tested in house, using only the 
highest purity grade PFA resins.

For technical notes, videos and to fi nd your local 
Savillex distributor, visit www.savillex.com. 

Savillex Corporation   
Phone: 952.935.4100  |  Fax: 952.936.2292    
Email: info@Savillex.com  |  www.savillex.com

Nebulizers – C-Flow 

• C-Flow microconcentric PFA 
nebulizer range with the narrowest 
uptake rate specifi cation

• New C-Flow 35 with uptake rate of 
35uL/min +/-7uL/min 

• C-Flow range for desolvators – 
standard fi tment on the CETAC 
Aridus II

• C-Flow 700d with removable 
uptake line for high solids applica-
tions – up to 25% TDS

• All C-Flows can be backfl ushed 
without tools

Inert Kits

• PFA kits with Scott type chamber 
• True double pass design gives 

lower RSDs
• O-ring free end cap
• Platinum or sapphire injectors
• Available for Agilent 

7500/7700/8800 and Thermo 
 Element 2/Neptune

•  Lowest metal background

•  Highest seal integrity

“Geochemistry would 
not be where it is 

today if it were not for 
Savillex Corporation.”

– Dr. Mike Cheatham, 
Syracuse University



student.GWB.com

Download free
GWB Student Edition!

Half price special! GWB.com/Workshops

Short courses in Philadelphia, Johannesburg, 
Santiago, Champaign, Prague, and Yokohama.

Unraveling the
mysteries of our
watery world.
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