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He has been the lead engineer for the APXS instru-
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Jupiter, the Moon, Mercury, and Mars. For the inner 
planets, he has focused on the search for and dis-
covery of water at remote distances. With Roger 
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ChemCam instrument on Curiosity, and they are 

now leading the development of SuperCam for NASA’s Mars 2020 rover. 
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a leading role in the fi rst mission to return samples 
from beyond the Moon—the Genesis mission—a 
breakthrough that yielded isotopic compositions of 
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SuperCam—for NASA’s Mars 2020 rover.

ELEMENTS FEBRUARY 201516



The moment correlation completes the picture
ZEISS Geoscience Solutions

www.zeiss.com/mineralogic

Images of a nickel sulphide ore. Sample courtesy of Leicester University, UK.



To learn more about Olympus XRD analyzers, visit www.olympus-ims.com

The Olympus X-ray Diffraction Series combines patented technology employed in NASA’s “Curiosity” Rover  

with the proven expertise of our analytical instruments. Olympus XRD analyzers offer ease of use, portability, 

speed and accuracy for phase identification and elemental analysis. The TERRA and BTX II deliver quantitative, 

real-time compositional analysis for your application.

BTX II

Compact benchtop XRD  

with no external cooling or 

special power requirements

Olympus Brings NASA Mars Technology Down to Earth

TERRA 

Field-portable XRD with  

battery operation and durable 

design for on-site analysis


