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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The F. Donald Bloss Fund — A Gift to MSA

Member generosity is a hallmark of MSA. Whether
volunteering time and energy to provide input to
offices and committees or giving financially to the
Society, MSA functions largely due to the generos-
ity of its members. Each year over 130 members
serve on various committees and appointed posts
and, thus far in 2007, more than 23% contribute
financially to sustain the Society and advance its
mission.

Funds that provide for MSA’s programs and outreach, awards and
medals, and day-to-day functions stem from both single large gifts
(thanks to Colonel Washington A. Roebling and Edward H. Kraus) and
member contributions (see list of 2007 contributors). Gifts to MSA from
years past include stocks and bonds, various bequests, and gifts of copy-
rights (for a complete listing, historical perspective, and interesting read-
ing see http://msa.minsocam.org/donations.html?p=gifts). Each gift
allowed MSA to expand its impact and accomplish its goals. For exam-
ple, the Jewel J. Glass estate in 1968 eventually funded, in part, the
Mineralogy Petrology Research Grant Fund, which has continued to
grow and prosper because of member donations.

Most recently Prof. F. Donald Bloss, an MSA member since 1950 and a
Fellow since 1954, created the F. Donald Bloss Optical Crystallography
Fund and gifted MSA all the royalties due to him from the sale of his
classic and popular textbooks Optical Crystallography and Crystallography
and Crystal Chemistry. The goal of this trust is “to promote optical and
optical crystallographic studies and the use of applied crystal optics in
the solution of problems through the support of research, lectures, short
courses, or development of educational materials.” When the fund
reaches $50,000, income from it can be used to attain this objective.
MSA welcomes additional donations to this fund.

Securing the financial future of MSA is one of the largest challenges fac-
ing our Society. Several options for contributing to the Society are listed
on our website (www.minsocam.org/donations). We are grateful to Prof.
Bloss for his many financial contributions as well as his past service to
MSA: as Councilor (1968-1970), President (1977), and Editor of American
Mineralogist (1972-1975). We also thank all our contributors for giving
to ensure MSA’s future.

Barb L. Dutrow
MSA President

HAROLD C. HELGESON (Senior Fellow — 1969)
PETER ALMENDINGER (Member — 1989)
KURT SERVOS (Senior Member — 1953)
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NOTES FROM CHANTILLY

e During its 2007 spring
meeting, MSA Council voted to
keep the 2007 professional
member dues at $55 and student
dues at $10. Member subscrip-
tion rates to the paper copy of
American Mineralogist, which
include online access, will
continue to be differentiated
between domestic and foreign
member rates to reflect actual
costs of producing and mailing
the paper journal; they include
an increasing portion of first-
copy costs as we shift some of
that burden from institutional
to individual subscribers. U.S.
member subscriptions (paper and
electronic) will be $60, and
foreign member subscriptions
will be $70. Member web-access-
only subscription will be $30.

A U.S. institutional subscription
(paper and electronic) is $775,
and a foreign institutional
subscription $800. Included with
an institutional subscription are
all the current year issues of
Reviews in Mineralogy &
Geochemistry and Elements, as
well as access to the electronic
journal on the MSA website.

e Members who renew online
before October 31, 2007 will
receive a $5 discount from their
dues; the discount reflects cost
savings to MSA from members
who renew online early. MSA
2007 membership renewals will
start in October, and renewal
notices will be sent electroni-
cally. This will be followed by
electronic reminders, and a
reminder will be mailed to those
who do not renew online by the
end of October.

e Members and Fellows in the
senior, honorary, and life
categories are also sent renewal
notices. Although they do not
pay dues, they are sent notices
because this is the best way to
obtain an update of membership
information, particularly mail
and e-mail addresses.

e If you subscribe to other
journals through MSA—jJournal of
Petrology, Physics and Chemistry of
Minerals, Mineralogical Abstracts,
Mineralogical Record, and Rocks &
Minerals—please renew early.
MSA needs to forward your
renewal to those publishers
before your subscription runs out.

J. Alex Speer
j_a_speer@minsocam.org

SULFIDE MINERALOGY AND GEOCHEMISTRY
REVIEWS IN MINERALOGY & GEOCHEMISTRY VOL. 61

Mineralogical Society of America
and Geochemical Society

An up-to-date review with emphasis
on crystal structure and classification,
electrical and magnetic properties,
spectroscopic studies, chemical
bonding, high- and low-temperature
phase relations, thermochemistry, and
stable isotope systematics of metal
sulfides. Where appropriate for
comparison, there are brief discussions
of the selenide or telluride analogs of
the metal sulfides and sulfosalt minerals.
There are major sections on sulfide
mineral surface chemistry and reactivity,
formation and transformation of

metal-sulfur clusters and nanoparticles, modeling of hydrothermal
precipitation, and sulfides in biosystems. Volume 61, 2006, David
J. Vaughan, (ed) i-xiii and 714 pp. ISBN 093995073-1. US$40

For more description and table of contents of this book, and online ordering
visit www.minsocam.org or contact Mineralogical Society of America,
3635 Concorde Pkwy Ste 500, Chantilly VA 20151-1125 e USA
Tel.: +1 (703) 652-9950, Fax: +1 (703) 652-9951
E-mail: business@minsocam.org
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CONTRIBUTORS and BENEFACTORS

Many members contribute to MSA each yea
with their dues. Depending on the wishes of the mem-
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