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The year has flown by. Since the high-office term of 
the CMS ranges from June to June, I am crafting my 
last set of words for Elements. The CMS topics that 
have come forward this year have been diverse: 
Texas state law as it affects the science text portrayal 
of evolution, print journals in a rapidly evolving 
electronic world, the ability of geoscience organiza-
tions to recruit youthful members, and the economic 
condition of the globe. These issues allow me to 
understand how important the CMS is in the broader 
scale of geoscience study and the global perspective. 

The CMS seeks individuals with youthful attitudes 
toward clay science and volunteerism. Derek Bain, 

your incoming president, may call upon you to lend him a hand. Agreeing 
to help would not only be beneficial to him, but it would be vital to 
maintaining and growing the society that we know as the CMS. 

The CMS has a new website, for those who haven’t yet seen it. This 
website, created through the tireless efforts of Ray Ferrell, gets us a bit 
closer to the look and feel that we desire. Hopefully the site also gets 
you a bit closer to the CMS data that you need and makes them a bit 
quicker to access. A special thanks to Ray for seeing this project through. 

It has been my pleasure to work for the Society this year. I have been 
fortunate to have thoughtful and dedicated colleagues and committee 
members. I look forward to doing more for the Society one day, maybe after 
having had a chance to recharge my batteries. There is much yet to do.

The Clay Minerals Society, chartered in 1963, is the largest clay mineral 
society in the world. Its diverse membership, which bridges industry, 
academia, and government, meets once a year. We invite you to join 
us in future meetings, and particulars regarding dates and content can 
be found at https://cms.clays.org/meetings/. Our next annual meeting 
will be in Spain, June 6–11, 2010, and will be held in conjunction with 
the Spanish and Japanese Clay Groups. See you there! 

Respectfully,
Andrew Thomas 

President, The Clay Minerals Society 
Chevron Energy Technology Company, Houston, Texas, USA 

andrew.thomas@chevron.com
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