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FROM THE PRESIDENT

New Timing Guidelines for MSA Short 
Courses and RiMG Volumes
Mineralogical Society of America short courses and 
accompanying volumes have been an important part 
of the Society since 1974. The short courses, usually 
given over a period of 2–3 days before a major meeting 
(e.g. GSA, AGU, Goldschmidt), are “taught” by invited 
speakers who also write the Reviews volume that 
accompanies the course. Through 2008, 57 short 

courses have been held all over the United States, as well as in Canada, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, and Switzerland, 
with 2429 professionals and 1548 students attending over the years. I 
personally have benefited greatly from attending short courses, espe-
cially those that had a strong tutorial component. 

To date, 70 Reviews volumes have been published. Volumes 1 to 6 were 
titled as Short Course Notes and focused on major mineral groups. 
Volumes 7 to 38 were published as Reviews in Mineralogy (RiM) and showed 
an increasing breadth of topics. In 2000, MSA was joined by the 
Geochemical Society (GS) in sponsoring short courses. Since volume 
39, published in 2000, the series has been titled Reviews in Mineralogy 
& Geochemistry (RiMG). Over 37,120 pages have been published in 
the RiMG series and, by the end of 2008, a total of 252,650 volumes 
have been sold and distributed. These volumes have a high impact and 
attract a wide audience. Paul Ribbe was sole editor for volumes 1 to 41. 
He was joined by Jodi Rosso as series editor for volumes 42 to 53 in the 
RiMG series submitted through the Geochemical Society. With Paul’s 
retirement, Jodi is now the sole editor and does an outstanding job 
(sometimes with a very short turnaround time) in getting RiMG volumes 
published in time for the MSA short courses. 

MSA’s goal is to make each short course and RiMG volume a success 
and to ensure that the high quality and impact of the series are main-
tained. Few people realize how much work goes into a short course and 
publishing a RiMG volume. If you wish to propose and organize a short 
course and RiMG volume, plan on taking at least two years from the 
original proposal through to shipping the RiMG volume. The major steps 
are outlined below, and detailed information can be found in the MSA 
Short Course Guidelines (www.minsocam.org/MSA/SC/SC_Guide.pdf).

• You have an idea for a short course and want to have a RiMG volume 
to accompany the course. You then submit a proposal to the MSA Short 
Course Committee via the chair of the committee (currently Dr. Paul 
B. Tomascak) or via the Geochemical Society Special Publications Editor 
(Dr. Scott A. Wood). The committee will review the proposal, provide you 
with feedback, and submit your revised proposal to MSA Council along 
with a recommendation for approval or not. MSA Council meets twice 
a year, in the fall at the Geological Society of America Annual Meeting 
(usually in October) and in the spring (usually in late May–early June). 

• If MSA Council approves the concept for the short course, you will be 
given the green light to develop a full proposal. Like the initial proposal, 
the full proposal is submitted to the MSA Short Course Committee, 
which reviews it and provides feedback. They will pass on your com-
pleted proposal to MSA Council along with their recommendation. 

•If MSA Council approves the final proposal, it is time to organize the 
course and prepare the RiMG volume. It takes at least 12 months to 
organize the course, to publicize it, and to write, review, revise, publish, 
and ship the volume. 

In recent years, MSA Council has dealt with short course proposals that 
have been “fast-tracked” through the system because proposers did not 
appreciate the time it takes for the proposal to be approved, to organize 

the course, and to produce and ship the RiMG volume. This has placed 
unbearable pressure on the system. In the worst case, the high caliber 
of the RiMG series is diminished by a poor-quality, rushed volume. At 
its 2009 spring meeting, MSA Council approved deadlines for submis-
sion of MSA short course proposals. For your proposal to be considered 
at the fall MSA Council Meeting, you should submit your proposal to 
the chair of the MSA Short Course Committee by July 1 of that year. 
If you wish your proposal to be considered at the spring MSA Council 
Meeting, you should submit it to the chair by December 1 of the pre-
ceding year. Therefore, if you are thinking of developing a MSA short 
course and RiMG volume to be held adjacent to the 2011 GSA Annual 
Meeting or 2011 fall AGU Meeting, plan on submitting your original 
proposal by December 1, 2009. If all goes well, your final proposal will 
be approved by MSA Council in the fall of 2010, leaving at least 12 
months to organize the course and produce the RiMG volume in time 
for the short course. For a short course taking place in the first half of 
2012, plan on submitting your original proposal by July 1, 2010.

The new deadlines will take effect December 1, 2009. These deadlines will 
help to ensure that the RiMG series continues to be one of the flagship 
publications of MSA.

Nancy Ross
2009 MSA President

CONTRIBUTORS AND BENEFACTORS

Many members contribute to MSA each year by including a con-
tribution with their dues. Depending on the wishes of the member, 
the money is deposited with the principal of the MSA Endowment, 
MSA Mineralogy/Petrology, MSA Outreach, Edward H. Kraus 
Crystallographic Research, Bloss, or General Operating funds. The 
income of these funds supports MSA’s research grants in crystal-
lography, mineralogy, and petrology; publishing of American 
Mineralogist; the American Mineralogist Undergraduate Awards; 
the Mineralogical Society of America Award; the Distinguished 
Public Service Award; the Dana Medal; the Roebling Medal; the 
website; and the lectureship program.

Between 25 May 2008 and 9 June 2009, 662 MSA members and 
organizations contributed $49,446.89 to MSA funds: Endowment 
($17,937.02), Kraus ($3,571.50), Mineralogy/Petrology ($11,004.97), 
Outreach ($6,228.00), Bloss ($4,915.40), Sustaining ($3,300.00), 
and Summer Appeal for Students ($2,490). If you have not done 
so previously, you might want to consider contributing at the next 
opportunity. We want to extend our gratitude to the following 
individuals and organizations:

NEW TITlE

Reviews in Mineralogy 
and Geochemistry
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA AND THE 
GEOCHEMICAL SOCIETY

Volume 70 Thermodynamics and 
Kinetics of Water-Rock Interaction,  
Eric H. Oelkers and Jacques Schott,  
editors. US$40

For description and table of contents and  
online ordering visit www.minsocam.org or  
contact Mineralogical Society of America,  
3635 Concorde Pkwy Ste 500, Chantilly, VA 
20151-1110 USA • phone: +1 (703) 9950  
fax: +1 (703) 652-9951  
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