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2015 ANNUAL MEETING INVITATION 
You are cordially invited to attend the 78th Annual Meeting of the 
Meteoritical Society, which will take place July 27–31, 2015, in Berkeley, 
California, across the bay from San Francisco. The meeting will be held 
on the campus of the University of California, Berkeley, one of the 
preeminent universities in the world. Oral sessions will be held in 
state-of-the art auditoria of Stanley and Sibley Halls, plenary sessions 
in Pimentel Hall, and poster sessions in the historic Hearst Memorial 
Mining Building. Scheduled events include an icebreaker during the 
registration on Sunday, a banquet on Wednesday, an awards ceremony, 
and a choice of several afternoon excursions to San Francisco, a baseball 
game, NASA Ames, and Lawrence Berkeley National Lab. The meeting 
will be concluded with a farewell party on Friday afternoon. A post-
conference Stardust workshop is being organized. 

We have reserved 90 rooms (150 beds) in the Foothill Suites and Stern 
Residence Hall, 15 rooms in the Faculty Club, and 15 rooms in the 
Women’s Faculty Club. In addition, several local hotels are within 
walking distance of the meeting location. The campus is within walking 
distance of many coffee shops, bars, and restaurants, ranging from very 
affordable to Alice Water’s world famous Chez Panisse. The typical 
weather in July has warm days, no rain, and cool evenings, so bring a 
sweater but leave the umbrella at home.

The Berkeley campus can be reached by public transport, Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART), and is within 30 minutes of Oakland International 
Airport and 50–60 minutes of San Francisco International Airport. San 
Francisco is, of course, a major tourist destination and is only a 20 
minute ride away on BART. Day trips to Napa/Sonoma wine country, 
Muir Woods National Monument, Monterey, Santa Cruz, and Yosemite 
National Park can be arranged. 

Additional details can be found on the meeting website, http://
metsoc2015.ssl.berkeley.edu.

For more information please contact the Organizing Committee chair, 
Kunihiko Nishiizumi, at kuni@ssl.berkeley.edu.

STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS
This year, 63 students who attended the annual meeting of the Society 
in Casablanca, Morocco, received travel grants. Student travel grants 
and travel grants for scientists from countries with limited fi nancial 
resources are generously sponsored by the Barringer Crater Company, 
the Planetary Studies Foundation, NASA (Cosmochemistry Program), 
The Meteoritical Society Endowment Fund, the International Mineral 
Collectors Association (Brian Mason Award), the Académie Hassan II 
des Sciences et Techniques ACASITEC Morocco, and Hassan II University 
Casablanca UH2C, Faculty of Sciences Ain Chock FSAC.

Meteoritical Society Endowment Fund 
Amit Basu Sarbadhika, Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, India
Mouley Charaf Chabou, Ferhat Abbas University, Setif 1, Algeria
Mitali Damle, AGCA, India
Abbasheer Gismelsee, Sultan Qaboos University, Muscat, Oman
Mohamed Tharwat Heikal, Tanta University, Egypt
Maria Khirfan, University of Amman, Jordan
Ratiba Sahoui, USTHB, UMMTO, Algiers, Algeria
Edith Millarca Valenzuela Picon, Universidad Catolica de Chile
Maria Eugenia Varela, ICATE, CONICET, Argentina

Barringer Crater Company Fund
Natasha Vasiliki Almeida, Natural History Museum, London, UK
Thomas Barrett, The Open University, UK
Luke Daly, Curtin University, Perth, Australia
Grace De Olivera, Campinas State University, São Paulo, Brazil
Edivaldo Dos Santos, Centro Brasileiro de Pesquisas Físicas, Rio De 

Janeiro, Brazil
Matthias Ebert, Museum of Natural History–Berlin, Germany
Razilya Gizzatullina, Ural Federal University, Russian Federation
Christopher Hamann, Museum für Naturkunde Berlin, Germany
Hiraki Hazegawa, University of Tokyo, Japan
Desiree Hoehnel, University of Vienna, Austria
Aurore Hutzler, CEREGE, Université Aix-Marseille, France
Noriyuki Kawasaki, Hokkaido University, Japan
Agata Krzesinska, Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland
Andrew Langendam, Monash University, Australia
Adrienne Macartney, University of Glasgow, UK
Alevtina Maksimova, Ural Federal University, Russian Federation
Dayl Martin, University of Manchester, UK
Nassima Meftah, Université d’El-Oued, Algeria
Mészáros Marianna, University of Bern, Switzerland
Seda Ozdemir, University of Vienna, Austria
Annemarie Pickersgill, University of Western Ontario, Canada / 

University of Glasgow, UK
Emily Pringle, Institut de Physique du Globe de Paris, France
My Riebe, ETH Zürich, Switzerland
Jay Shah, Imperial College London, UK
Alaura Singleton, University of Western Ontario, Canada
Elisabeth Steer, The Open University, UK
Epifanio Vaccaro, The Natural History Museum, London, UK
Asli Yener, Museum für Naturkunde Berlin, Germany
William Zylberman, CEREGE, Université Aix-Marseille, France

NASA Cosmochemistry Program
John Bigolski, CUNY Graduate Center/AMNH
Carolyn Crow, UCLA, USA
Ingrid Daubar, University of Arizona, USA
Pierre Haenecour, Washington University in St. Louis, USA
Romy Hanna, University of Texas at Austin, USA
Christine Jilly, University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA
Chizu Kato, Washington University in St. Louis, USA
Levke Koop, University of Chicago, USA
Jonathan Lewis, University of New Mexico, USA
Nicole Lunning, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, USA
Prajkta Mane, Arizona State University, USA
Christopher Snead, University of California, Los Angeles, USA
Myriam Telus, University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA
Kera Tucker, Arizona State University, USA
Maria Valdes, Washington University in St. Louis, USA
Michael Zanetti, Washington University in St. Louis, USA
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International Meteorite Collectors Association – 
Brian Mason Award
Agnese Fazio, University of Pisa, Italy

Planetary Studies Foundation
Ellen Crapster-Pregont, Columbia University–AMNH, USA
Sarah Simpson, University of Glasgow, UK

Académie Hassan II des Sciences et Techniques 
ACASITEC, Morocco
Souad Chaabout, UH2C, FSAC, GAIA Laboratory, Morocco
Nawel Larouci, UH2C, FSAC, GAIA Laboratory, Morocco

Hassan II University Casablanca UH2C, 
Faculty of Sciences Ain Chock FSAC
Houda El Kerni, UH2C, FSAC, GAIA Laboratory, Morocco
Maria Aboulahris, UH2C, FSAC, GAIA Laboratory, Morocco
Youssef Idomar, UH2C, FSAC, GAIA Laboratory, Morocco
Paul Mongui, UH2C, FSAC, GAIA Laboratory, Morocco

INTERNATIONAL COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION – 
BRIAN MASON AWARD
In 1997, Joel Schiff, the fi rst editor of the popular Meteorite magazine, 
created a travel award in honor of Brian Mason, who was born in New 
Zealand. The award is given to a student attending the annual meeting 
of the Society who submits an abstract that presents clearly explained, 
exciting results of particular interest to readers of Meteorite magazine. 
The recipient is required to write a popular account of his/her work for 
the magazine. Since 2008, the award has been generously funded by 
the International Meteorite Collectors Association.

This year the program committee for the Casablanca 
meeting selected Agnese Fazio to win the Brian 
Mason Award. Agnese is a graduate student at the 
University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy. She submitted an 
abstract entitled “Shock metamorphism and 
impact melting in small impact craters on Earth: 
Evidence from Kamil Crater, Egypt,” authored by 
A. Fazio, L. Folco, M. D’Orazio, M. Frezzotti, and 
C. Cordier. This paper discusses the small, rela-
tively recent Kamil Crater and the shock features 
found in the rocks surrounding the impact 
structure.

CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS
Please consider nominating a colleague for one of the Society’s awards. 
Nominations should be sent to Secretary Mike Weisberg (metsocsec@
gmail.com) by January 15 (January 31 for the Service Award and the 
Pellas–Ryder Award). For more information and details on how to 
submit a nomination for any of these awards, please see the latest 
Newsletter on the Society website or e-mail the secretary.

The Society gives a number of awards each year. The Leonard Medal 
honors outstanding contributions to the science of meteoritics and 
closely allied fi elds. The Barringer Medal and Award recognize 
outstanding work in the fi eld of impact cratering and/or work leading 
to a better understanding of impact phenomena. The Nier Prize recog-
nizes outstanding research in meteoritics and closely allied fi elds by 
young scientists (under 35). The Service Award honors members who 
have advanced the goals of the Meteoritical Society to promote research 
and education in meteoritics and planetary science in ways other than 
by conducting scientifi c research. The Paul Pellas–Graham Ryder 
Award is given for the best student paper in planetary science and is 
awarded jointly by the Meteoritical Society and the Planetary Geology 
Division of the Geological Society of America. 

Agnese Fazio
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GABEC-GNM INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL: 
INNOVATIVE METHODOLOGIES FOR THE 
CHARACTERISATION, DIAGNOSIS AND 
CONSERVATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
GABeC (Georisorse, Ambiente, Beni Culturali) and GNM (Gruppo 
Nazionale di Mineralogia), two informal groups that operate under the 
aegis of SIMP, held an International School on the theme “Innovative 
Methodologies for the Characterisation, Diagnosis and Conservation 

www.socminpet.it

Italian Society of Mineralogy and Petrology

of Cultural Heritage, in 
Catania and Siracusa 
(Sicily) on July 1–4, 
2014. The School 
emphasized a multidis-
ciplinary approach, 
presenting the view-
points of geologists, 
physicists, chemists 
and archaeologists, 
and featured lectures 
delivered by eleven 
distinguished experts. 
The 53 participants 
were also given the 
opportunity to present 

posters about their current research. The School was complemented by 
visits to the Archaeological Park and the Paolo Orsi Museum in Siracusa. 
Germana Barone and Paolo Mazzoleni, local contacts of the Organizing 
committee, did their best to make everything run smoothly and 
happily. For more details, visit https://sites.google.com/site/school-
gabec2014/, where you can download the abstracts of presentations. 
Selected contributions from the School will be published in a special 
issue of the European Journal of Mineralogy.
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