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FACinG SoMe 21ST-CenTurY MeMberShiP 
ChALLenGeS

Scientific societies in the 21st century must 
adapt to rapidly changing times. In the last 
issue of Elements, I discussed an emerging 
technology, webcasting, which has the poten-
tial to enhance Goldschmidt meetings by 
extending the impact of research presented 
there to a much larger audience. Here, I would 
like to continue the consideration of the 
response by our Society to a rapidly changing 
world. All scientific societies face the impact 
of electronic publishing on membership 
recruitment (Schwartz et al. 2008). For most 
of its history, the Geochemical Society (GS) 

relied on journal subscriptions as an important part of its revenue 
stream. However, the Web is changing people’s relationship to informa-
tion. One relevant example of this change is the negative effect of 
online news sources on printed newspapers. Similarly, many existing 
and potential society members have online access to Geochimica et 
Cosmochimica Acta through institutional subscriptions. This electronic 
publishing revolution has made a personal journal subscription at a 
reduced rate less of a draw to attract and maintain membership than 
it has traditionally been. There are still obvious benefits of membership, 
including a subscription to Elements and conference registration dis-
counts at AGU, the Goldschmidt Conference, and the GSA Annual 
Meeting. Nonetheless, this transformation in information delivery has 
caused many scientific societies to reflect on the rationale for member-
ship. Some of us in the “old guard” have a long-standing loyalty to the 
GS and continue to keep up our memberships because supporting the 
Society, and through it, our discipline, is the right thing to do. However, 
young scientists are not necessarily as strongly motivated. Young geo-
chemists commonly become members by virtue of attending a 
Goldschmidt Conference, but may drop out later. We would certainly 
like to develop their continuing loyalty and participation in Society 
activities and, in so doing, develop a membership base for the future. 

In one survey, graduate students listed facilitating networking and col-
laboration with experts in their field as the major way a scientific society 
could help advance their careers (Bahr 2008). The most powerful way 
we currently do this is through the face-to-face discussions that occur 
during our annual scientific conference. These interactions are critical 
for geochemists at all career stages, but are particularly important for 
early-career scientists. Therefore, expanding the networking and men-
toring opportunities for young scientists, both at the Goldschmidt 
Conference and outside of it, would benefit both students and our 
Society. We are already taking some approaches along these lines: 

• We will expand networking among geochemists by blogging from 
the 2009 Goldschmidt Conference. If you are interested, there is still 
time to participate. We are looking for attendees to join myself in blog-
ging about the meeting. People of all levels of experience—from under-
graduates to emeriti—are encouraged to participate (visit www. 
geochemsoc.org for application details). No previous blogging experi-
ence is required! A link to the blog will appear on the GS homepage. 
The blog will be an interactive tool for those onsite as well as those 
unable to attend. This is a unique opportunity to contribute to the Society! 

• We will increase the visibility of job opportunities on our website. 
We have already taken steps to implement a “Geochemical Career Center.” 
It will be operational on the Geochemical Society website by the time 
you read this and is free to all job seekers. We certainly encourage those 
with job opportunities to make them available on our site.

CALL For noMinATionS For oFFiCerS  
And direCTorS

The Nominations Committee of the Geochemical Society is seeking 

names of potential nominees for vice-president and three members 

of the Board of Directors for terms beginning in 2010. The new 

vice-president will become president in 2012. The new board mem-

bers will replace retiring directors Yaoling Niu, Seth (Swami) 

Krishnaswami, and Marilyn Fogel. One of these directors must 

reside outside of North America. Board members should be out-

standing geochemists with a keen interest in the work of the 

Society and be willing to travel to the annual board meeting at 

the Goldschmidt Conference. The nominees for vice-president 

should have established reputations of leadership in geochemistry 

and be willing to devote considerable time and effort to the work 

of the Society.

Suggestions may be communicated by July 31, 2009, to any 

member of the 2010 Nominations Committee or to the GS business 

office. More information regarding the duties and responsibilities 

of board positions can be found on the Geochemical Society website.

• We welcome participation in our Geochemical Society Facebook 
Group. This group provides an opportunity for networking outside of 
the conference setting and provides a way to keep current with your 
colleagues.

• In addition to those steps, we might provide opportunities for trainees 
to network (interact) and meet experts in our field. The use of a student–
mentor breakfast or luncheon, where one mentor is seated with six to 
eight students, might be explored. I participated at a gathering of this 
type at the annual GSA meeting. It was extremely well attended by 
both students and society officers from all the GSA-associated societies, 
and I personally enjoyed it.

These are just a handful of ideas. We welcome others. Please forward 
your comments directly to me (mgold@usgs.gov) or put them to the 
GS Facebook Group. 

Marty Goldhaber
GS President
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AnnounCinG The 2009  
GeoCheMiCAL SoCieTY AwArdeeS

The following awards will be presented at Goldschmidt2009  
in Davos, Switzerland.

GeoCheMiCAL SoCieTY ConTribuTionS
Many members contribute to the Geochemical Society each year by 
including a donation with their dues. Between February 15, 2008, and 
February 15, 2009, 168 members contributed a total of $5634. Of this 
amount, $1628 was for the Student Travel Grant Program and $4006 
went to the General Support Fund. This is an 11% increase in total 
contributions and a 14% increase in the number of donors from 2007.

General Support Fund

$250.00 or more
Ian S. CARMICHAEL

$100.00 to $249.99
Hubert L. BARNES
Elizabeth A. CANUEL
Thure E. CERLING
Randall T. CYGAN
Bor-ming JAHN
William F. McDONOUGH
James B. PACES
Roberta L. RUDNICK
Richard J. WALKER

$50.00 to $99.99 
Jay J. AGUE
Thomas F. ANDERSON
Charles R. BACON
Dieter BUHL
Peter R. BUSECK
Richard W. CARLSON
William D. CARLSON
David R. COLE
Eric Heinen DE CARLO
Douglas E. HAMMOND
Daniel B. HAWKINS
John M. HAYES
Blair F. JONES
Peter KELEMEN
T. Kurt KYSER
Rebecca Ann LANGE
Cin-Ty LEE
Mark J. LOGSDON
J. Douglas MacDOUGALL
Edmond A. MATHEZ
James McKINLEY
L. Gordon MEDARIS
Julian F. MENUGE
Peggy A. O’DAY
Giulio A. OTTONELLO

Jeffery SEITZ
Shigeki SHIMA
E. Craig SIMMONS
Howard J. SPERO
E. Bruce WATSON
Bruce A. WYATT

Up to $49.99
Martin AKAFIA
Robert C. ALLER
Hiroshi AMAKAWA
Robert F. ANDERSON
Suzanne P. ANDERSON
Rasmus ANDREASEN
Don R. BAKER
Konrad J. BANASZAK
Larry K. BENNINGER
Christopher BERG
Florian BOEHM
John BRADY
Craig J. BROWN
Michael BURCHARD
Yang CHEN
Robert CLIFF
Kent C. CONDIE
Richard Allan COX
Patricia M. DOVE
Scott T. DREW
Denton S. EBEL
Carrick M. EGGLESTON
Gunter FAURE
B. Ronald FROST
Kiyoto FUTA
Terrence M. GERLACH
Ethan L. GROSSMAN
Gudmundur H. 
GUDFINNSSON
H. Rodger HARVEY
Jan HERTOGEN
Pamela S. HILL
Anastasia IIGEN

Raymond JOESTEN
Yousif K. KHARAKA
Yehoshua KOLODNY
Kenneth M. KRUPKA
Hidenori KUMAGAI
Rebecca Ann LANGE
Joel S. LEVENTHAL
Barbara J. MacGREGOR
Andrew S. MADDEN
Kate MAHER
Vladimir MALKOVETS
Joao MATA
William G. MINARIK
Stephen MOORBATH
Roberto MORETTI
Andreas MULCH
Edmond MURAD
Bryne T. NGWENYA
Hiroshi OHMOTO
Zell E. PETERMAN
Dean C. PRESNALL
Jahandar RAMEZANI
Frank C. RAMOS
Clare E. REIMERS
Laurie C. REISBERG
Natascha RIEDINGER
Howard SCHER
Mary I. SCRANTON
Shigeki SHIMA
Ingvar Atli SIGURDSSON
Brian J. SKINNER
David STONESTROM
Heinz-G. STOSCH
Kazuya TAKAHASHI
Lawrence A. TAYLOR
Valentin R. TROLL
Michael A. VELBEL
Richard WANTY
William M. WHITE
Zoltan ZAJACZ

Thank you for your contributions! Everything we do at the 
Geochemical Society is made possible through the generosity of our 
members, volunteers, and contributors. If you would like to contribute 
to the Geochemical Society, please visit our website at www.geochemsoc.org 
or contact the business office.

Student Travel Grant Program

$100 or more
Jacqueline DIXON
Sonia ESPERANCA
Joris M. GIESKES
Martin B. GOLDHABER
John ZUMBERGE

$50 to 99.99
Ian D. CLARK
Yuri KOSTITSYN
Lee R. KUMP
Judith A. McKENZIE
Samuel B. MUKASA
Ana M.R. NEIVA
Samuel WUNDERLI

Up to $49.99
Martin AKAFIA
Tamar BARKAY
Paul BERTSCH

Thomas R. BLACKBURN
Michael BROWN
Aaron CAVOSIE
Ghislaine CROZAZ
Gregory CUTTER
Maureen FEINEMAN
Silvia FRISIA
Jean-François GAILLARD
James D. GLEASON
David Headley GREEN
Edward GREW
Naoyoshi IWATA
Rasmus JAKOBSEN
Rama K. KOTRA
Robert LIEBERMANN
Fang LIN
Craig C. LUNDSTROM
Robert P. MASON
Alan MATTHEWS
Patricia A. MAURICE
Thomas M. McCOLLOM

Kevin D. McKEEGAN
Takuya MORIGUTI
Janet MUHLING
Lindsay P. OBEREM
Eiji OHTANI
David W. PEATE
Raphael PIETZSCH
Alexander G. POLOZOV
Bruno REYNARD
David A. RICHARDS
William Ian RIDLEY
Daniela RUBATTO
Edwin SCHAUBLE
Erik SCHERER
Rendeng SHI
Thomas TRAINOR
Cornelis H. VAN DER 
WEIJDEN
Friedhelm VON 
BLANCKENBURG

V.M. Goldschmidt Award
1   Mark H. Thiemens (University 
of California–San Diego) 

F.W. Clarke Award
2   Cin-Ty Lee (Rice University) 

C.C. Patterson Award
3   Boaz Luz (The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem) 

Paul Gast Lecturer
4   Kenneth A. Farley (California 
Institute of Technology) 

2009 GS/EAG  
Geochemical Fellows
5  Georges Calas (Institut de 
Minéralogie et de Physique 
des Milieux Condensés) 

6   Sumit Chakraborty  
(Ruhr-Universität Bochum) 

7   C. Page Chamberlain  
(Stanford University) 

8   Rodney C. Ewing  
(University of Michigan) 

9   Klaus Mezger  
(Universität Münster) 

P   Samuel M. Savin  
(New College of Florida) 

{   Everett L. Shock  
(Arizona State University) 

}   Jonathan F. Stebbins  
(Stanford University) 

q  Richard J. Walker  
(University of Maryland) 

2009 Distinguished  
Service Award
w  14 Frank A. Podosek 
(Washington University  
in St. Louis)
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GS MeMber diSCounT  
on eLSevier booKS

gS MEMbErS May takE advantagE of 25% off 
thEIr onlInE ordErS at ElSEvIEr. 

Go To www.GeoCheMSoC.orG For deTAiLS.
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